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Newsletter Number Twenty-Six                                                      
Michelle Valentine, Disability Forward’s (DF’s) Director, welcomes you to our twenty-sixth newsletter. In this issue: 
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1. DERG developing BSI accessibility policy

DF’S Director, who is also the BSI Consumer Representative on Design for All and Accessibility issues, has reached agreement with BSI that they will work with DF to develop and publish a corporate accessibility policy. The aim of the policy will be to set out how BSI intends to tackle accessibility issues at a strategic level, and ensure that staff are aware of their responsibilities and how to deliver them. DF’s Director has also been asked to co-train an additional session of the Stand4all project (which trains disabled people and committee members about how to involve disabled people in standards development and how to include disability equality issues in standards). This training session, to be held in Dublin, will test the Stand4all model; in that it is intended that National Standards Bodies across Europe will be able to use the training materials to deliver training themselves. 

2. DF supports access to IT for disabled people
ReCom is a charity that is tackling the causes of digital exclusion in the UK.  They help disabled and disadvantaged people by providing access to information technology by providing affordable refurbished computers to charities, community groups and individuals across the country. DF has supported ReCom this month by donating two laptops that have been replaced by upgraded models. If you would like to help ReCom, you can contact them via their website. 

3. Accessible tourism stakeholders forum 
The Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) has published an on-line survey on behalf of the Accessible Tourism Stakeholders Forum seeking information from disabled people about their tourism experiences. You will be able to say exactly what you expect when you stay overnight in accommodation or take a day trip to an attraction such as an historic house, garden and zoo and give details of any problems you or they faced. If you have a disability and are interested in taking part in this important work to help businesses to improve tourism services for disabled people the survey can be found by clicking here. 

4. The Gilderdale case – what does it mean for disabled people?
DF’s Director was saddened to hear of yet another case of assisted suicide involving a severely disabled young person. Lynne Gilderdale developed ME when she was a teenager, and as she became more severely disabled, indicated her wish to be allowed to die. Her mother Kay eventually assisted Lynne to inject herself with a lethal dose of morphine. Kay was recently cleared of attempted murder. 

DF is deeply concerned by the tone of media coverage of the case, click here for a classic example. It seems to be acceptable to consider that Lynne’s ‘best option’ was death. Lynne had suffered in the true sense from a botched operation, and also alleged that she had been sexually assaulted by a doctor. So the less than high quality service that many disabled people experience every day may have lead her to be less able to manage her condition and to manage her expectations of what life could be like. Having watched her own Mother die of Cancer last year, DF’s director is acutely aware of the issues faced by a family who have to watch a loved one die slowly, in pain and with gradual loss of dignity, but until society really changes how it views the lives of disabled people, especially in the medical profession and the legal world, very careful thought must be given to what changes need to be in place for an assisted dying bill to be something that can be safely introduced. DF is not opposed to the idea of assisted dying in principle; it is opposed to such legislation being brought in without any of the necessary cultural and societal changes taking place that will promote quality of life for all disabled people. Family members and individuals can have the best motives, as Kay did, but until better support services are in place and people have a genuine choice, we are heading down a worrying path. RADAR has produced a booklet on assisted dying; please click here for more information. 
5.
And finally…

Well that’s about it, we hope you found the newsletter useful. If you have comments about the contents or accessibility of the newsletter, please contact the editor. If you do not wish to receive this newsletter in future, or would like it sent to a different email address, please contact the editor. You can subscribe to the newsletter from our website 
